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House of Representatives
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 26, 2002, at 2 p.m.

Senate
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2002

The Senate met at 12 noon and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

On this day when George Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address is read, it is ap-
propriate that our prayer today be his
‘‘Prayer for the United States of Amer-
ica,’’ exactly as it is preserved in the
chapel at Valley Forge.

Let us pray.
‘‘Almighty God; We make our earnest

prayer that Thou wilt keep the United
States in Thy Holy protection; that
Thou wilt incline the hearts of the
Citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordi-
nation and obedience to Government,
and entertain a brotherly affection and
love for one another and for their fel-
low Citizens of the United States at
large.

‘‘And finally that Thou wilt most
graciously be pleased to dispose us all
to do justice, to love mercy, and to de-
mean ourselves with that Charity, hu-
mility, and pacific temper of mind
which were the Characteristics of the
Divine Author of our blessed Religion,
and without a humble imitation of
whose example in these things we can
never hope to be a happy nation.

‘‘Grant our supplication, we beseech
Thee, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.’’

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

f

READING OF WASHINGTON’S
FAREWELL ADDRESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
New Jersey, Mr. CORZINE, is recognized
to read George Washington’s Farewell
Address.

Mr. CORZINE. In September 1796,
worn out by burdens of the presidency
and attacks of political foes, George
Washington announced his decision not
to seek a third term. With the assist-
ance of Alexander Hamilton and James
Madison, Washington composed in a
‘‘Farewell Address’’ his political testa-
ment to the nation. Designed to inspire
and guide future generations, the ad-
dress also set forth Washington’s de-
fense of his administration’s record and
embodied a classic statement of Fed-
eralist doctrine.

Washington’s principal concern was
for the safety of the eight-year-old
Constitution. He believed that the sta-
bility of the Republic was threatened
by the forces of geographical sec-
tionalism, political factionalism, and
interference by foreign powers in the
nation’s domestic affairs. He urged
Americans to subordinate sectional
jealousies to common national inter-

ests. Writing at a time before political
parties had become accepted as vital
extraconstitutional, opinion-focusing
agencies, Washington feared that they
carried the seeds of the nation’s de-
struction through petty factionalism.
Although Washington was in no sense
the father of American isolationism,
since he recognized the necessity of
temporary associations for ‘‘extraor-
dinary emergencies,’’ he did counsel
against the establishment of ‘‘perma-
nent alliances with other countries,’’
connections that he warned would in-
evitably be subversive of America’s na-
tional interest.

Washington did not publicly deliver
his Farewell Address. It first appeared
on September 19, 1796, in the Philadel-
phia Daily American Advertiser and
then in papers around the country.

In January 1862, with the Constitu-
tion endangered by civil war, a thou-
sand citizens of Philadelphia petitioned
Congress to commemorate the forth-
coming 130th anniversary of George
Washington’s birth by providing that
‘‘the Farewell Address of Washington
be read aloud on the morning of that
day in one or the other of the Houses of
Congress.’’ Both houses agreed and as-
sembled in the House of Representa-
tives’ chamber on February 22, 1862,
where Secretary of the Senate John W.
Forney ‘‘rendered ‘The Farewell Ad-
dress’ very effectively,’’ as one ob-
server recalled.

The practice of reading the Farewell
Address did not immediately become a
tradition. The address was first read in
regular legislative sessions of the Sen-
ate in 1888 and the House in 1899. (The
House continued the practice until
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